
Parent workshop: Phonics and Early Reading in Reception and Year 1.

Teach reading: 
change lives



Phonics
Year 1



The progression



Phase 5 sounds



In Phase 5 children learn:

• new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know

• that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support 
children with reading and spelling 
these alternative spellings.

This term we are teaching Phase 5



Children will be able to:

• blend independently

• blend in their heads with 
increasing fluency and confidence.

They will also begin to distinguish 
between different 
phonemes/graphemes.

Reading words



By this point, your child should be able to 
read their reading books fairly fluently, 
without relying on sounding every word 
out loud.

If they are still reliant on doing this, 
encourage them to ‘blend in their head’.

They will start to be assessed on fluency in 
the spring term to see how many words 
they can read per minute. 

Fluency



Phase 5 tricky words



Year 1 Phonics Screening Test

• The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether individual children 
have learnt sufficient phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate 
standard.

• It helps teachers identify any misconceptions or gaps in phonics knowledge before 
children move to Year 2.

• Children in Year 1 are required to take part in the statutory national phonics 
screening check during the week beginning 6th June 2022.

• Children in Year 2 that did not pass the phonics screening check in Autumn 2021, 
will also take part in the check in June 2022.



What happens during the screening check

• Children will do the check 1:1 with a familiar adult.

• Children will be shown a list of words across 2 sections to read aloud.

• The check takes approximately 5/10 minutes but it is not timed and 
children can work at their own pace.

• Children can segment and blend the words to read.

• The list of words the children read is a combination of 20 real words 
and 20 pseudo words (nonsense words).



Reading and spelling



Spelling
• Your child will be taught how to spell words, using the graphemes they 

have been taught in our phonic sessions. All these words have been seen 
by the children before.

• They will practice the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons.



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds (oral blending).

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

How do we practice reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



Reading at home



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared (library) book is for YOU to 
read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

Please log your reading on Boom Reader!!!

The most important thing you can do is read 
with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



We invite you to come into school!

We would love for you to come into school to see how phonics is taught in 
live sessions with the children.

Please sign up to the sessions if you are able to come along. 

We will confirm dates and times via Marvellous Me. 

We offer 6 places for parents per session. 


