Year 4
Anglo Saxons - Knowledge Organiser

Key Voctabulary

Keg Questions and Facts

Angles - a group of people who inwaded the island of Britain in the 5th century
Saxons a group of people who conquered and settled in much of southern
England in the 5th~6th centuries.

Jutes a group of people who are helieved to- have joined, the Angles and Saxons
in invading Britain in the 5th century, settling in Kent and the Isle of Wight
Mead the drink of kings and thegn, made of water and honey, malt, and yeast
Thegn a person of nohility who owned a plot of land

Wattle and daub-Wattle-and-daub is made by weaving together small wooden
hranches to create a wall. Mud, straw, horsehair and cow or horse dung is
mixed together and then smeared on the wulls.

Thatch Thatching is the cruft of building a roof with dry vegetation such as
straw, wuter reed, sedge, rushes, heather, or palm branches.

Farmer-warior - These skilled wauriors were farmers from foreign lands.
Staffordshire howrd The largest howrd of Anglo-Saxon gold ever found.
Lindisfame Possibly the holiest site of Anglo-Saxon England, Lindisfarne wus
founded by St. Aidan, an Irish monk, who came from Iona, the centre of
Christianity in Scotland.

Hengest and Horsa - Hengist and Horsa, are Germanic brothers said to have led,
the Angles, Saxons and Jutes in their invasion of Britain in the 5th century.
Manuscript- a book, document, or piece of music written by hand rather than
typed or printed,

Wergild- is the value set in Anglo-Saxon and Germanic law upon human life in
accordance with rank

Athelstan king of Wessex and Mercia (924-939 ad), who extended his kingdom
to include most of England

Augustine of Canterbury wus a monk who hecame the first Archhishop of
Canterbury in the year 597 and a school wus founded, to train Anglo-Saxon
Alfred, the great Alfred the Great wus King of the West Saxons from 871 to c. 886
and King of the Anglo-Saxons from c. 886 until his death in 899.

King Offa of Mercia- Offa was King of Mercia, a kingdom of Anglo-Saxon
England, from 757 until his death.

What wus life like during the Anglo Saxon period?

Most Anglo-Saxons were farmers. They grew their own crops, fruit and
vegetahles. They were ahle to- make equipment such as ploughs and tools to help.
them in their work. They would grind wheat to- make flour so they could make
bread. Some Anglo-Saxons were skilled craftsmen who made decorutive jewellery
such as hrooches and necklaces.

Life for people in Anglo-Saxon England depended on their position in society. It
wus made up of three main groups:

Thanes - the Saxon upper class
Churls — some were quite well off but others very poor
Thrulls - a class of slaves
People tended to live in small village groups. Kinship (family ties) wus very
important to the Saxons and they helieved in punishing wrongdoing.

What happened during the period of Saxon England?

The Anglo-Saxon wuas between 410 AD-1066AD. The Anglo-
Saxons first tried invading in the 4th century, but the Roman
army were quick to send them home again! Years later —
around 450AD - the Ancient Romans left Britain, the Anglo-
Saxons seized their chance and this time they were successfull
They left their homes in Germany, the Netherlands and,
Denmark and sailed over to Britain on wooden houts. Many of
them were farmers bhefore they came to Britain and it's thought
they were on the look-out for new land as floods had made it



https://www.natgeokids.com/history/10-facts-about-the-ancient-Romans

Why wus King Offa of Mertia a significant individual during the
period?

King Offa of Mercia waus a member of an ancient Mercian ruling
family. He gained power in the civil war after his cousin (King
Aethelhald) wus killed.

King Offa created a single state covering most of England. There
are very few primary sowrces about King Offa's reign, so it is
known as the ‘dark ages .

Amd,

King Offa of Mercia

Alfred the Great -
Alfred the Great wus
King of the West
Saxons from 871 to c.
886 and King of the
Anglo-Saxons from c.
886 until his death in
899

Offa wus King of Mercia, a
kingdom of Anglo-Saxon
England, from 757 until his
death

Augustine spent most of
his life as a chuurchman
in Italy. He was a monk,
probably at the chuwrch of
St Andrew on the Coelian
Hill in Rome. In the late
590s, he wus sent by
Pope Gregory the Great
(590-604) to the Anglo-
Saxon kingdom of Kent
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AD 4£49

Traditionally thought to be when Anglo-
Saxon invaders arrive in Britain. Originally,
two Saxon brothers, Hengest and Horsa, were
hired to fight for Britain, but they decided
they liked it, turned against the current king
and invaded.

AD 937

Athelstan's rule is resented
by the Welsh, Scots, Irish and
Vikings and they work together
to destroy his rule. Athelstan
defeats the rebels and he and the
Saxons defeat them in battle.

AD 600

During the 600s, the Saxons gradually
take over the land we now call England.
The country is split into Northumbria
(north), Mercia (middle) East Anglia
(east) and Wessex (south).

AD 700

® o AD 17100
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AD 793

The Vikings attack
from Norway. They
attack the Monastery
of Lindisfarne in
Northumbria. This is
just a raid, they will
return to invade later.

AD 871

Alfred the Great
becomes king of
Wessex. He drives
the invading Vikings
from the south but
they stay in the north
and the east.

AD 924

Alfred the Great's
grandson, Athelstan,
becomes king of
Wessex. In 927, he
conquers the Llast
Viking kingdom, York,

AD 939
Athelstan dies
and the Vikings,
led by Olaf
Guthfrithsson,
invade England
and take back
the north.

AD 1066

Edward the Confessor dies
and Harold, earl of Wessex, is
crowned king of England. Both
William Duke of Normandy BN
and Harold Hardrada, king
of Norway, send powerful

and becomes the first
king of England.

threats and make claims on
the throne. Harold is defeated
S e— by William the Conqueror and
S AD 1042

Edward the Confessor becomes king. Edward was better known as ‘the Confessor” due to his
extreme piety. He introduced more regular contact with the continent than England had
previously known and the Norman influence in the English court increased.

his Norman armuy.
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